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	Group name:
	Welsh Masters Advisory Group


	Date/Time:
	Wednesday 12th July 2023 at 7-30pm 

	Attendees:
	Bernie Jones, Jacqueline Brace,  Niki Morgan,  Lee Aherne,  Rod Davies, Helen-Marie Davies


	Apologies:

	 

	Declaration of Interest:

	There were none



1. Update on Actions reviewed from previous meeting:
i. Welsh Masters Championships 2024 – BJ indicated that Alex Donald hadn’t yet sorted out the road championships for 2024 but as soon as he does he will let us know.
ii. Replacement for Jo Donnelley & Simon Lewis  – BJ confirmed that Emma Crowe was not yet ready to undertake a committee role so a discussion took place regarding options. After debate it was agreed that BJ would contact Carla Green, North Wales Road Runners (and Donna Morris, Builth if no) and David James, Les Croupiers (and Ifan Lloyd if no) regarding the vacancies.        Subsequent to the meeting both Carla Green and David James have confirmed their interest in joining the Advisory Group.

2. Key Points discussed /Decisions made
i. Masters Cross Country International 2023/Discussions with BMAF – RD and BJ updated the Group regarding their meeting with Peter Kennedy, Chair BMAF, and James Williams CEO Welsh Athletics following the decision of the BMAF Council to indicate that Welsh Athletics could not put a team in the Masters Cross Country International.
BJ indicated that since the meeting James Williams had already had discussions with England Athletics and Scottish Athletics and there is a movement to ensure that the Home Nations are responsible for masters activities and not regional master groups. Whilst it will take time at least discussions are now happening at governing body level.
RD also confirmed that he would undertake the same role as last year in verifying all non Welsh Master registered athletes. It was confirmed that there would be NO requirement for athletes to be registered with any BMAF area association including Welsh Masters. 
A discussion took place regarding the work required by RD to verify and as Ireland’s are not verified (they use the Governing Body data), BJ will clarify whether RD can accept dob from the Welsh Athletics data.
ii. Masters International Programme 2024 – BJ confirmed that he had met with Tom Craggs, England Athletics. TC had indicated that England Athletics were under some pressure to use the Great Run organisation for some of the Master Internationals. At the meeting TC had proposed the following programme for 2024:
5km 		-	Wales to host
10km		-	Great Birmingham Run, 5th May 2024
Half Marathon	-	Great Manchester Half Marathon, 26th May
Marathon	-	Wales to host 
After debate it was agreed that the Whitchurch 5km was too big and not suitable but it could be hosted within one of the Cardiff 5kms including the Podium 5km. The Podium organisers are happy to include a Masters Race within the programme and there is an indication that entry could be free. BJ to liaise with Alex Donald, Welsh Athletics and TC regarding the 5km.
A discussion took place regarding the merits, or otherwise of the Newport Marathon and it was agreed that at this stage it wasn’t suitable for a Masters International Marathon. It5 was proposed that perhaps England could host the marathon, perhaps within the Manchester Marathon and Wales host the Half Marathon. If there is no movement we could look at using the Chester Marathon again as 6 miles of it is in Wales. BJ to liaise with Tom Craggs 

	3.  Any Other Business
i. 5km Selection – It was agreed that the teams for the 5km international on 25th August would be selected on Friday 28th July at 7-30pm.. 
BJ confirmed he would give another push for expressions of interest via the Welsh Athletics social media outlets
ii. NM asked about including the trails in the Masters  International programme and BJ indicated that perhaps something could be incorporated into the British Trails Championships (which were held in the Forest of Dean in 2023, and which NM medalled!!). BJ to liaise with TC.
iii. JB indicated she would chase up the Welsh Masters Championship medals which don’t appear to have been distributed yet.


	New Actions arising
	Owner
	Due Date

	1. Liaise with Alex Donald regarding the allocation of Welsh Masters Championships for 2024
	BJ
	11/10/23

	2. Speak to Carla Green (or Donna Morris),&  David James (or Ifan Lloyd) regarding joining the Masters Advisory Group, 
	BJ
	31/07/23

	3. Clarify with BMAF whether Welsh Athletics data can be used for the Masters Cross Country International, saving RD a great deal of work! 
	BJ
	31/07/23

	4. Liaise with Tom Craggs and Alex Donald regarding the Masters International Programme for 2024 including potential Trail race
	BJ
	31/07/23

	5. Give a further push for expressions of interest in the 5km
	BJ
	14/7/23

	6. Selection Meeting: 5km 28/07/23  - 7-30pm
	ALL
	28/07/23

	7. Chase up medals for Welsh Championships
	JB
	31/07/23



Risks
	Risks identified
	Level 
	Mitigations

	No risks were identified
	
	



Date of Next Masters Advisory Group Meeting 	-	Wednesday 11th October 2023 at 7pm
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